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VIRGINIA SENTENCING 



SENTENCING REVOCATION 

 GUIDELINES MANUAL



  REPORT AND PROBATION 

UPDATE




   VIOLATION GUIDELINES
          10th Edition





        3rd Edition

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2007



This package contains the following:

1. One FY2008 Update for the Sentencing Guidelines Manual.  

Sentencing guidelines worksheets are also available on our website (www.vcsc.virginia.gov).  

2. A Sentencing Revocation Report and Probation Violation Guidelines (3rd Edition) booklet.
3. A 2007 Virginia Crime Code (VCC) booklet.
In order to update your manual appropriately, see the attached instruction sheet.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR UPDATING YOUR 
SENTENCING GUIDELINES MANUAL

Effective July 1, 2007

Please check the title page of your sentencing guidelines manual.  Is the effective date      July 1, 2006?  
If “yes” proceed.
If “no” please call the Sentencing Commission at 804.225.4398 to receive the previous update.
Only certain portions of the Sentencing Guidelines Manual have been revised.  In order to update your manual appropriately, follow the instructions below.



1. Check to make sure you have all the correct tab dividers in your manual.  The tabs in your manual should be as follows:

What’s New 


Larceny

Introduction 


Murder/Homicide

General Instructions 

Other Sexual Assault

Assault 


Rape

Burglary/Dwelling 

Robbery

Burglary/Other 

Traffic/Felony

Drugs/Schedule I/II

Miscellaneous

Drugs/Other 


Weapons/Firearm

Fraud 



Appendices

Kidnapping


Index


2. Before the “What’s New” tab, insert the following pages:  
Cover Page, Letter from Judge Bach, and the Table of Contents.

Discard replaced pages.
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Virginia Crime Codes

Listed Alphabetically and by Statute




For the remaining pages, refer to the page number in the bottom right-hand corner to determine behind which tabbed section the inserts should be placed. 
For example, all pages with the page number starting with “What’s New” should be placed behind the “What’s New” tab, “Introduction” pages behind the “Introduction” tab, and so forth. 

Discard replaced pages.
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4. Insert the 2007 Virginia Crime Code (VCC) booklet into the Sentencing Guidelines Manual binder.  There have been changes and additions to the Code of Virginia that take effect July 1, 2007.  

Discard all old copies of the VCC Booklet.  



[image: image5.png]2007 vCC

Virginia Crime Codes

Listed Alphabetically and by Statute





5. Insert the Sentencing Revocation Report and Probation Violation Guidelines (3rd edition) booklet into the Sentencing Guidelines Manual binder.  


Discard all old copies of the Sentencing      Revocation Report and Probation Violation Guidelines booklet.  



If you are missing divider tabs or any other part of the manual, please contact the Sentencing Commission at 804.225.4398.  The new worksheets are effective for persons sentenced on or after July 1, 2007.  The worksheets are available on the website (www.vcsc.virginia.gov).
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   What’s New    1


What's New in the 2007 Manual


Each year, the Commission closely monitors the sentencing
guidelines system and deliberates upon possible modifications to
enhance the usefulness of the guidelines as a tool for judges in
making their sentencing decisions.  In addition, the Commission
may receive directives from the General Assembly to study and
determine the feasibility of modifying certain aspects of the
sentencing guidelines.


When discussing modifications to the guidelines system, the
Commission draws on many sources of information.  Commission
staff meet with circuit court judges and Commonwealth’s
attorneys at various times throughout the year, and these
meetings provide an important forum for input from these two
groups.  In addition, the Commission operates a “hotline” phone
system that is staffed Monday through Friday to assist users
with any questions or concerns regarding the preparation of the
guidelines.  While the hotline has proven to be an important
resource for guidelines users, it has also been a rich source of
input and feedback from criminal justice professionals around the
Commonwealth.  Moreover, the Commission conducts many
training sessions over the course of the year and these sessions
often provide useful information to the Commission.  Compliance
with the guidelines and departure patterns are also closely
examined in order to pinpoint specific areas where the guidelines
may be out of sync with judicial thinking.  The opinions of the
judiciary, as expressed in the reasons they write for departing
from guidelines, are very important in directing the Commission to
those areas of most concern to judges.  Finally, concerns of
members of the Commission may prompt special studies that are
used to refine sentencing guidelines.


In 2006, at the request of Virginia’s Attorney General, the
Commission examined child pornography crimes and sexual
exploitation of minors committed over the Internet to determine if
the development of guidelines for these crimes was feasible.
Through detailed research and examination of available data, the
Commission identified a sufficient number of cases with discern-
ible sanctioning patterns on which to base guidelines.  The
Commission developed a proposal for incorporating child
pornography and online solicitation crimes into the sentencing
guidelines for sexual assault offenses.  The 2007 General
Assembly accepted the Commission’s recommendation and these
new guidelines are effective as of July 1, 2007.


In addition to guidelines for child pornography and online
solicitation of minors, this manual includes several other modifica-
tions to the sentencing guidelines.  This year, users will find:


    A new factor has been added to the robbery sentencing
guidelines that will increase the guidelines recommendation
for offenders who have an accompanying conviction for
second-degree murder;


  Sentencing guidelines have been revised for probation
violators who are returned to court for reasons other than
a new criminal conviction;


   Larceny sentencing guidelines have been amended to
better reflect current judicial sanctioning practices for
larceny of a firearm;


   Sentencing guidelines for Schedule I/II drugs have been
modified to ensure that drug offenders will always receive
a sentence recommendation for at least six months of
incarceration whenever the drug charge is accompanied by
an offense that requires a mandatory minimum term of at
least six months;


These new features and modifications are summarized on the
following pages.
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