
Sentencing Guidelines 
for Misdemeanors Crimes?
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Is there sufficient interest among General District  
Court Judges to access a voluntary sentencing 
guidelines aid?   

If so, the creation of such a tool will require time and 
patience.    

Virginia

Sentencing G
uidelines for M

isdem
eanors C

rim
es



Time line – it takes a commitment… 

Sentencing in Virginia

1985 1997

March 1985

Standardized PSI 
takes effect

April 1986

Chief Justice 
appoints 
Judicial 
Sentencing 
Committee

July 1988

Voluntary 
guidelines pilot 
tested

January 1991

Circuit judges 
endorse 
sentencing 
guidelines

July 1992 & 1993

Sentencing 
guidelines 
revised

April 1994

Proposal X:
Governor’s first 
outline of truth-
in-sentencing

January 1995

Truth-in-Sentencing: 
Parole abolished;

December 1997

Risk assessment 
piloting

1988 1991 1994



Possible First Step

A data system to capture essential offender and 
offense information would have to be created

Might envision the creation of a mini-PSI.
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Some Mini-PSI Issues:

What factors to gather on form.

Who completes the form?

Who automates the form?

Who analyzes the information?

What is done with the information?
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Possible Solutions

Focus mini-PSI on only the most common 
misdemeanor crimes that carry jail sentences 

For Example:

34 unique misdemeanor crimes comprise 80% 
of jail terms handed down in General District 
Courtrooms 

53 unique misdemeanor crimes comprise 90% 
of jail terms handed down in General District 
Courtrooms 
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Judicial Conference of Virginia – Program Evaluation

What did you like about this program?
As the Chief Justice said, “this is an idea 
whose time has not yet come.”

I will be charitable: the speaker is not an 
idiot, but this is idiocy.

Not much. General district courts deal with 
misdemeanors only in terms of sentencing 
and only sentence a defendant to one year or 
$2500 maximum per class 1 misdemeanor.



Judicial Conference of Virginia – Program Evaluation

Very interesting data. However, I doubt the 
practical applicability of this process in a 
high volume court.

Very valuable for perspective of why 
sentencing guidelines belong exclusively in 
circuit courts, which have 25,000 sentencing 
events, while district courts have several 
million (at least one million).

Would like database results – no need for 
misdemeanor guidelines.

How could this program have been improved?
Deleted.
Eliminate it.



Judicial Conference of Virginia – Program Evaluation

.

We don’t need it. This is an example of a 
bureaucracy interested in expanding its 
scope…at our expense.


