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IN 2021, THE COMMISSION APPROVED A FULL 
REANALYSIS OF ALL FELONY OFFENSE GUIDELINES

The study will be a large-scale, multi-year project.

The approach will be holistic and comprehensive.

OBJECTIVE

Re-benchmark the Guidelines so that they reflect current 
sentencing practices as accurately as possible. 

RATIONALE FOR FULL REANALYSIS

While Virginia’s judges concur with Guidelines at a high rate overall, 
they depart more often in certain types of cases (e.g., midpoint 
enhancement cases).  Such cases would be examined in detail. 

Recent changes in felony larceny threshold (2018, 2020)

Recent legislation to create classes of robbery (2021)
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Staff recommends conducting a SURVEY of circuit court 
judges to obtain input and guidance for the re-analysis 
project.

The Commission’s previous survey, related to Probation 
Violation Guidelines, was very informative (2018).

Survey results may be useful in pointing 
staff to areas of the Guidelines that are 
in need of revision and to factors most 
important to judges.
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As part of the Probation Violation Guidelines study, the 
Commission conducted a survey to seek input and 
guidance from circuit court judges.

 Survey was administered in September -
October 2018.

Judges had the option of taking the survey online 
through Survey Monkey or on paper.

 Nearly 70% of responding judges used the 
online Survey Monkey tool.

Response rate by active circuit court judges was 89.7%.

 Chief Justice Lemons sent an e-mail 
encouraging judges to participate.
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Staff have developed a draft survey for members to review.

Results would be presented at the November 2022 meeting.

VIRGINIA CRIMINAL
SENTENCING COMMISSION

If approved, staff will administer the survey in September 
or October 2022.

As with the previous survey, judges would have the option to 
take the survey online through Survey Monkey or on paper.
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PURPOSE

ANONYMOUS
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